g.                        THE LIFE AND WRITINGS
his conduct and rulings had not once been made the subject of complaint. The answer to his address was drawn up by his enemies. Despite that fact, and the caution with which it is worded, it is truly complimentary. It may most fittingly close this period of his career. "Sir:—While we congratulate you on those expressions of the public will which called you to the first office in the United States, we cannot but lament the loss of that intelligence, attention, and impartiality with which you have presided over our deliberations. The Senate feel themselves much gratified by the sense you have been pleased to express of their support in the performance of your late duties. Be persuaded that it will never be withheld from a chief magistrate who, in the exercise of his office, shall be influenced by a due regard to the honor and interest of our country.
"In the confidence that your official conduct will be directed to these great objects, a confidence derived from past events, we repeat to you, sir, the assurance of our constitutional support in your future administration."
THE FIRST ADMINISTRATION.
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